
November 30, 2023

The Three Battlegrounds by
Francis Frangipane
___
Chapter 10 - The Gift of Discernment (Part 2)

Matthew 7:1-5 NKJV

[1] “Judge not, that you be not judged. [2] For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged;
and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. [3] And why do you look at the speck
in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? [4] Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? [5]
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the
speck from your brother’s eye.

Repentance is the removal of the “logs” within our vision; it is the true beginning of seeing
clearly. There are many who suppose they are receiving the Lord’s discernment concerning one
thing or another. Perhaps in some things they are; only God knows. But many are simply
judging others and calling it discernment. Jesus commanded us to judge not. The same eternal
hand that wrote the Law on stones in the old covenant is writing the law of the kingdom on
tablets of flesh today. This word to “not judge” is just as immutably final as His Ten
Commandments. It is God speaking.

The Goal is to See Clearly

The judgmental carnal mind always sees the image of itself in others. Without realizing it is
seeing itself, it assumes it is perceiving others. Jesus refers to the person who judges as
“hypocrite.” The Lord is not saying we should totally stop thinking about people. He wants us to
be able to help one another. The emphasis in Jesus’ command to “not judge” is summarized in
His concluding remark: “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” The way we help is not by judging but by seeing
clearly. And we do not see clearly until we have been through deep and thorough repentance,
until the instinct to judge after the flesh is uprooted.

We have seen that Jesus paralleled speaking to people about their sins with taking specks out of
their eyes. The eye is the most tender, most sensitive part of the human body. How do you take a
speck out of someone’s eye? Very carefully! First, you must win their trust. This means
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consistently demonstrating an attitude that does not judge, one that will not instinctively
condemn. To help others, we must see clearly.

If you seek to have a heart that does not condemn, you must truly crucify your instinct to judge.
Then you will have laid a true foundation for the gift of discernment, for you will have prepared
your heart to receive the dreams, visions and insights from God. You will be unstained by
human bias and corruption.


